FROM THE BOARD
Highlights of the Horizon Board of Education Monthly Meetings

September, 2019

A message from Horizon’s Board Chair, Jim Hack:
I want to take this opportunity to thank our staff for their hard work and
patience in learning the new student information system, MySchoolSask.
Change can be a painful process, but staff in schools and in support
roles have been working hard to learn this new system, educate their
peers, and get things running smoothly. I want you to know that your
Board appreciates the work you have done to implement this new
program, which ultimately supports student learning.
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A regular monthly meeting of the Board took place in the Horizon School
Division office boardroom on Wednesday, September 18. In attendance
for this meeting were Jim Hack (Chair), Linda Mattock (Vice-Chair),
Trustees, David Holinaty, Jennifer Lemky, Mark Fedak, Lori-Anne
Proznick, Christine Gradin, Wil Lengyel, Cheryl Vertefeuille, Jolene
Koopman, Nathan Bitternose, Paul Crow-Buffalo, Albert Pinacie, and
Sheryl Kayseas.

- Jim Hack,
Board Chair

Director of Education / CEO, Kevin Garinger, Superintendent of Finance
Services / CFO, Sarah Reding, outgoing Superintendent / CFO, Marilyn
Flaman, and Superintendent of Operational Services / COO, Justin
Arendt, and Deputy Director of Education, Randy MacLEAN joined the
meeting to provide their reports.

Discussion Items:

Horizon’s Board of Education during their September meeting



Opening Day Enrolment



Provincial Collective
Bargaining Agreement



Operational Services
Report



and more...

Opening Day Enrolment
Director of Education, Kevin Garinger, shared Horizon’s opening day enrolment numbers with the
Board. In a unanimous vote, Trustees moved to place no Horizon schools under viability review for
the 2019-2020 school year. Official enrolment numbers as of September 30 are submitted to the
Ministry of Education, and used to determine grant dollars for the division’s annual budget. These
numbers will be shared publicly once they have been submitted through the Ministry process.

Director’s Appraisal Process
Director Garinger and Trustees discussed final details for the Board’s Director appraisal process,
which will be conducted on September 30. Mr. Garinger and his team have been busy compiling an
evidence portfolio outlining his work and the work of his office, to be reviewed during this appraisal.

Provincial Collective Bargaining
Horizon’s Deputy Director of Education, Randy MacLEAN, joined the meeting to provide the monthly
staffing update from Human Resource Services. He also provided an update from the provincial
collective bargaining process currently underway with the Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation,
the Ministry of Education and the Saskatchewan School Boards Association.

School Based Budgets
Superintendent of Finance Services / CFO, Sarah Reding, provided a report to the Board regarding
school based budgets and budget carry-overs. Finance Services closed out the 2018-19 financial year
on Monday, September 16.

Operational Services Report
Superintendent of Operational Services / COO, Justin Arendt, joined the meeting to provide his
monthly report on Transportation, Facility Services, and Information Services. He shared about our
annual bus driver in-service held in Foam Lake on August 29, during which our bus drivers and
contracted drivers met with support staff and discussed the coming school year. As of the end of
September, Horizon is operating 48 bus routes, and contracting 76 routes through Southland
Transportation.
As part of the Facility Services report, Mr. Arendt discussed Horizon’s involvement in the Facility
Department Performance Audit, conducted by the Provincial Auditor, during the week of September
9-13. Findings from this process, which included site visits and staff interviews, will be included in
the Auditor’s Report later this spring.

MySchoolSask Update
Superintendent of Operational Services / COO, Justin Arendt and Director of Education, Kevin
Garinger shared with the Board about the implementation of the new provincial student information
system, MySchoolSask. In addition to training webinars, in-person training sessions, and other
supports, further in-person training sessions were provided for staff during the latest Collaborative
Learning Day on September 23.

Saskatchewan Student Leadership Conference 2019

Winston High School was the latest host of the Saskatchewan Student Leadership
Conference, which gathers roughly 1000 students and advisors from across the province for
three days of learning, collaboration, and action in support of student leadership.
The conference began on September 19, with Trustee, Jennifer Lemky, and Director of
Education, Kevin Garinger in attendance to greet students at the opening ceremony.
Community service, workshops, keynote speakers, a Saturday night dance party, and much
more made for an exciting three day agenda in Watrous.
To close the three-day event, students heard from Craig Kielburger (pictured) — co-founder of
WE Day — with an inspiring message about an individual’s power to improve the world
around them. Students also presented the Jim Pattison Children’s Hospital with a cheque for
over $13,000, fundraised by students and staff.
Winston High staff, including event co-chairs, Tina Edwards and Lori Bartko, students, and
community members, along with students and staff from Watrous Elementary, area
businesses, billet families, and countless others pulled together to organize and conduct an
incredible conference. Congratulations, everyone!

Submissions & Feedback
To submit photos or stories regarding the Board of Education or an individual
Trustee in your school community, please contact the Horizon School Division
Communication Services Officer at lance.hiltz@horizonsd.ca.
We want this newsletter to be as informative and beneficial as possible, so
feedback on how we can improve is always welcome.
Thanks for reading!

Next Board Meeting Scheduled for October 17, 2019
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