FROM THE BOARD
Highlights of the Horizon Board of Education Monthly Meeting

February, 2017

By-election in Subdivision 5
The Horizon School Division Board of Education will be holding a by-election for the
Trustee position in Subdivision 5. This Subdivision represents LeRoy School,
Wynyard Composite High School and Wynyard Elementary School.
Following the Board elections held in October, results were contested in
Subdivision 5 and a Court of Queen's Bench judicial hearing was convened. The
justice's ruling resulted in a vacancy in that Subdivision position until such time as a
by-election is held to determine the Trustee.

“We welcome the
opportunity for
electors in
Subdivision 5 to

At our Board’s regular meeting of February 8, 2017, the date for this by-election
was set for May 10, 2017. Advance polls will be held on April 25. Nominations will
be open from March 21 to April 5, when they will officially close at 4:00 PM.

choose an
individual to best

“We welcome the opportunity for electors in Subdivision 5 to choose an individual to
best represent them and the work of the Board,” says Board Chair Jim Hack.

represent them and
the work of the

February 2017 Regular Meeting

Board.”

The regular monthly meeting of the Board for February took place in the Horizon
School Division office boardroom on Wednesday, February 8. In attendance at this
month’s meeting were Table Officers, Jim Hack (Chairperson) and Wil Lengyel
(Vice-Chairperson), Trustees, Mark Fedak, Cheryl Vertefeuille, Jennifer Lemky,
Jolene Koopman, Sheryl Kayseas, Christine Gradin, Linda Mattock, Nathan
Bitternose and David Holinaty, Director of Education / CEO Kevin Garinger, Deputy
Director of Education Randolph MacLEAN, Superintendent of Finance Services /
CFO Marilyn Flaman and Superintendent of Operational Services / COO Justin
Arendt.

- Jim Hack,
Board Chair

This Meeting’s
Discussion Items:

Subdivision 12 Trustee, Benny Paul Crow-Buffalo, Hockey Hall of Fame Member,
Bryan Trottier, Subdivision 9 Trustee, Jolene Koopman, and
Horizon Writer-in-Residence, Sigmund Brouwer (story on page 4)



ROSE presentations



Governance Committee
Report



Accountability Reports



Annual Meeting of
Electors



And more...

ROSE Event Presentations
Principals from Three Lakes School, Drake School and Rose Valley School joined the Board meeting via Skype
to share how their schools have incorporated data and feedback from their Review of School Effectiveness
(ROSE) events to improve the effectiveness of their learning environments and move our schools from good to
great. Coordinator of Learning Services, Jan Paproski, Supervisor of Student Services, Jason Neville and
Superintendent of Learning Services, Crandall Hrynkiw then shared data from another ROSE event held
recently at Watson School.

Governance Committee Report
The Board’s Governance Committee is made up of Trustees, Jennifer Lemky (Committee Chair), Linda Mattock
and Nathan Bitternose. The committee met on February 7 to discuss changes to Policy 3 of the Board Policy
Handbook. This policy relates to the “Role of the Trustee”. Changes include simplifying language and updating
policy to match current practice. To view the latest version of the Board Policy Handbook, click here.

Student Services Accountability Reports
The Board heard from Superintendent of Student Services, Darrell Paproski and his team, discussing the
current state of their work to support students, schools and learning. Supervisor of Student Services, Jason
Neville, discussed the areas he oversees relating to the work of Learning Resource Teachers, Student
Counselors, Speech Language Pathologists (SLPs), SLP Assistants, Career Counselors, Psychologists and
Occupational Therapists.
Supervisor of Literacy & Early Learning Services, Katherine Oviatt, shared about the work she oversees.
Students entering and exiting Kindergarten take part in the Early Years Evaluation (EYE), based on
developmental benchmarks used by the entire province. Research shows a correlation between developmental
readiness measured by the EYE upon leaving kindergarten and early literacy success in later grades. The most
recent EYE results were shared with the Board. Ms. Oviatt also shared data from the Fountas & Pinnell
Benchmark Assessment, which assesses reading based on grade-level expectations for Grades 1-8, and the
Ontario Comprehension Assessment, used for measuring the reading comprehension skills of students in
Grades 9 and 10.

Annual Meeting of Electors
During the February meeting, this year’s Annual Meeting of Electors was set to take place at Horizon’s central
office on Wednesday, March 8, beginning at 1:00 PM. This meeting will review the educational activities and
financial position of Horizon School Division from September 1, 2015 to August 31, 2016. The 2015-2016
Annual Report is available on the Horizon School Division website, at www.horizonsd.ca/about/reports.

2017-18 School Year Calendar Development
Director of Education, Kevin Garinger shared information about the calendar development process. The school
year and school day must conform to provincial legislation and regulations, as well as any directives from the
Ministry of Education regarding the number of school days and instructional hours required; and must be
submitted to the Ministry on or before May 1. Horizon believes that it is important to consult with stakeholders
during this process, and as such, a survey outlining calendar options has been shared with schools and staff.
The results of this survey will be shared with the Board at their next meeting, on March 8.

Your
Trustees
Each issue, this section
will showcase individual
members of Horizon
School Division’s Board
of Education.
Through these short
biographies, we will
have the opportunity to
learn more about our
Board and the work
they do for our schools.
This installment
features our Trustee for
Subdivision 13:
Albert Pinacie.
Subdivision 13 tuition
students attend Punnichy
Community High School

Albert Pinacie,
Subdivision 13
Mr. Pinacie was born in
Lestock, Saskatchewan, and
has lived there most of his life.
A survivor of the Residential
School system, he spent 7
years at Muskowekwan
School before moving to
Lebret School in Fort
Qu’Appelle, where he
graduated. His experience in
these schools drove him to
become involved in the
education system and improve
the learning experience for
future generations.
Albert has been involved in education in one form or another since
1986. He has served as a Trustee on various school boards for the
past 19 years, beginning with the Cupar School Division. Following
a series of amalgamations, he served as a Trustee with the Sask.
Central School Division and, ultimately, Horizon School Division.
In 1985, he became Chief of Muskowekwan First Nation, and
served in this role for 14 years. Prior to this, he spent four years as
a Council Member. Education was a major focus of his work as
Chief, and he remains heavily involved in education in
Muskowekwan to this day.
Albert spends many of his weekends and holidays driving a charter
bus, which he has done since 1994.
Albert has a brother and sister who both currently work at the K+S
Potash mine in Bethune, SK, and a sister who works for the AIDS
Society in Regina, SK.
Speaking of what he enjoys most about being a Trustee, Mr. Pinacie
says: “I enjoy how genuine the concern is for the education of our
First Nation children. It is a true concern for the education and the
future of our students. I always have that impression, from Horizon’s
administration and my fellow board members.”

Book Launch at PCHS

PCHS class with Director Garinger, Superintendent Paproski, Mr. Schermann, Mr. Brouwer, Mr. Trottier &
Supervisor of Literacy & Early Learning, Katherine Oviatt

Acclaimed Canadian author and Horizon School Division Writer-in-Residence, Sigmund Brouwer,
celebrated the release of his latest work, Innocent Heroes, with a book launch at Punnichy Community
High School (PCHS) on February 14. Sigmund was joined in this celebration by Hockey Hall of Famer,
Bryan Trottier. Mr. Trottier shared an inspirational message with students gathered at PCHS. Horizon’s
Board was proud to present each of these speakers with a token of our appreciation for their work with
students.
Over the course of the 2015-16 school year, Sigmund worked closely with Grade 9 students at PCHS,
and these students served as First Nations consultants to inform and enrich characters and events in
the story. As a result of this project, Mr. Brouwer has begun the process of creating what will be called
the "Sigmund Brouwer Aboriginal Authors Finding Their Voice Scholarship" through Red Deer College.
Through a collaborative effort that began with our Board’s strong focus on literacy and included the
involvement of Mr. Brouwer, PCHS Grade 9 students have seen significant improvements in literacy.
By the end of the 2015-16 school year, this Grade 9 class saw a 30% increase in student literacy rates,
with an average growth of 5 reading levels between fall and spring.
For more on this celebration of literacy and hard work, click here.

Submissions & Feedback
To submit photos or stories regarding the Board of Education or an individual
Trustee in your school community, please contact the Horizon School Division
Communication Services Officer at lance.hiltz@horizonsd.ca.
We want this newsletter to be as informative and beneficial as possible, so
feedback on how we can improve is always welcome.
Thanks for reading!

Next Board Meeting (including Annual Meeting of Electors)
Scheduled for March 8, 2017
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