FROM THE BOARD
Highlights of the Horizon Board of Education Monthly Meetings

December, 2019

Year-End Message from Horizon’s Board Chair
On behalf of the Horizon School Division Board of Education, I want
to wish you all a safe and happy holiday season. I also want to thank
you for the incredible year we have had.
2019 has been another very busy year for Horizon. We have shared
in successes, weathered challenges, celebrated changes and
improvements, and we have done it all together. None of the great
things we have accomplished would be possible without the
partnerships we are fortunate to have.

“On behalf of the

Only through collaboration between our staff, the HTA, CUPE, my
fellow Trustees, our families across Horizon, education partners,
communities and First Nations, government authorities, and
countless other partners, can we provide the learning opportunities
that our students have access to in each Horizon community. These
critical partnerships continue to develop and get stronger with every
new initiative and project in our schools.
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As we begin a new decade, I look very forward to continuing down
this path of improvement, together, in the months and years ahead.
Thank you, everyone, and enjoy your well-deserved holiday break!
- Jim Hack, Board Chair

December 2019 Regular Meeting
A regular monthly meeting of the Board took place in the Horizon
School Division office boardroom on Wednesday, December 18. In
attendance for this meeting were Jim Hack (Chair), Linda Mattock
(Vice-Chair), Trustees, Jennifer Lemky, Mark Fedak, Wil Lengyel,
Cheryl Vertefeuille, Jolene Koopman, Nathan Bitternose, Sheyl
Kayseas, and Albert Pinacie. Christine Gradin, Lori-Anne Proznick,
and David Holinaty joined the meeting via videoconference/phone.
Director of Education / CEO, Kevin Garinger, Superintendent of
Finance Services / CFO, Sarah Reding, Superintendent of
Operational Services / COO, Justin Arendt, and Deputy Director
of Education, Randy MacLEAN joined the meeting to provide their
reports.

Discussion Items:
•

Board Committee
Reports

•

Director’s Report

•

Christmas Hamper
Project

•

and more...

Board Committee Reports
Audit Committee
Trustee, Mark Fedak, who serves as the Board’s Audit Committee Chair, shared a report from the
committee’s November 27 meeting. Among a number of discussion topics, the committee reviewed and
approved Horizon’s Audited Financial Statements. The Audit Committee includes Trustees, Nathan
Bitternose, Wil Lengyel, Albert Pinacie, and Table Officers, Jim Hack and Linda Mattock as ex-officio
members.

Governance Committee
Trustee, Jennifer Lemky shared a report from the latest Governance Committee meeting, held on December
17. This report included a review of Board Policy, minor suggested changes, and early planning for the
Board’s strategic planning session to be held in March 2020. The committee is made up of Trustees,
Christine Gradin, Paul Crow-Buffalo, Jolene Koopman, Board Chair, Jim Hack, and Vice Chair, Linda
Mattock.

JOC Report
Vice Chair Linda Mattock shared a report from the Joint Operations Committee meeting on December 3.
The committee, which includes Trustees and senior leadership from both Horizon and Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools, elected their committee chair for the next year, reviewed HCI staffing, enrolment, audit,
and budget. HCI Principal Cory Popoff joined the committee to share about the school’s Learning
Improvement Plan and the School Community Council’s role in developing that document.

HTA Liaison Committee Report
The Horizon Teachers’ Association Liaison Committee met on December 2. Much of the conversation
between Trustees and the HTA executive was around MySchoolSask and the ongoing support teachers
have received to assist in the implementation of this new student information system.

SCC Engagement Committee Report
Trustee, Christine Gradin serves as chair of this committee. She shared a report from the committee’s
December 17 meeting, during which they discussed developing information documents to support School
Community Council members with their work. Early planning also took place for Horizon’s annual SCC
Workshops, which are usually held in March. Jolene Koopman, Sheryl Kayseas, Jennifer Lemky, and Cheryl
Vertefeuille also serve on this committee.

Director’s Report
Director of Education, Kevin Garinger, covered several topics in his report leading up to the new calendar year.
Among other information, Director Garinger provided an update on his work with the provincial Student Transportation working advisory group, the ongoing work of renewing education agreements with First Nation partners, and an upcoming signing event for Horizon’s Violence Threat Risk Assessment (VTRA) Protocol, which
will culminate many years of work and partnership between the RCMP F Division and Saskatchewan Health.

Superintendent of Finance Services / CFO
Horizon’s Superintendent of Finance Services/CFO, Sarah Reding, provided an update for the Board regarding
Horizon’s enrolment numbers. While Horizon was anticipating lower than projected enrolment for this year,
which would affect grant funding, numbers where not as low as expected, so the difference has already been
addressed through budgetary planning.

Minister Visit to RMES, KHS

Board Chair, Jim Hack, Trustee, Wil Lengyel, and Director, Kevin Garinger met with
the Honourable Deputy Minister and Minister of Education, Gordon Wyant, and MLA
Hugh Nerlein for school tours in Kelvington on December 17. Delegates toured Robert Melrose Elementary School and Kelvington High School, and students and staff at
each school did a remarkable job showcasing their facilities, school culture, and student achievements.

Years of Service

On December 18, Trustee Wil Lengyel
received his Years of Service award for 45
years with Horizon and legacy divisions!

Congratulations, Mr. Lengyel, and thank
you for your years working for the
students, staff, families, and communities
of Horizon School Division!

Horizon Christmas Hamper Project

Horizon School Division central office was bustling with holiday spirit on December 11, as Board of Education members and staff gathered to pack and wrap gifts that will be sent to students and families in
need.
The Horizon Christmas Hamper Project, now in it's sixth year, collects donations from staff and
individual Board members to purchase gifts and distribute them across communities within Horizon
School Division. Horizon's Board of Education has committed funds to add to these donations. Funds
are used to buy gifts such as local grocery store vouchers, touques, mitts and various other items to
help spread goodwill and holiday cheer to less fortunate families in Horizon communities. The program
also enjoys the support from organizations in the surrounding communities, including the Haus of
Stitches and St. John's Lutheran Church in Humboldt, the Strasbourg Dental Centre, Sutherland
Dental in Saskatoon, Meyers Norris Penny, and a number of other community partners who contribute
to the initiative throughout the season.
Each year, school administrators submit names of students and families they feel would benefit from
this project. In 2014, the first year of Horizon's Christmas Hamper project, gift baskets were provided for
97 children and 45 families. This year, Horizon will be sharing gifts with approximately 403 children and
153 families. This initiative is part of Horizon's goal of providing Safe & Caring learning environments
for all students and staff.

Submissions & Feedback
To submit photos or stories regarding the Board of Education or an individual
Trustee in your school community, please contact the Horizon School Division
Communication Services Officer at lance.hiltz@horizonsd.ca.
We want this newsletter to be as informative and beneficial as possible, so
feedback on how we can improve is always welcome.
Thanks for reading!

Next Board Meeting Scheduled for January 15, 2020
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