FROM THE BOARD
Highlights of the Horizon Board of Education Monthly Meetings

August, 2019

Welcome Back!
A message from Jim Hack, Board of Education Chair:
“On behalf of Horizon School Division’s Board of Education, it is my
privilege to welcome you back for another school year!

“Our Board is
extremely grateful for

As we begin another school year, full of opportunities, changes, and
challenges to come, please know that your Board is extremely grateful
for the work of our staff, the support of our partners, and the engagement
of our communities. Each of you play a critical role in helping Horizon
achieve our goals of Safe & Caring Schools, Literacy & Numeracy, and
Graduation Rates. Here’s to a fantastic start to the 2019-2020 school
year!”

the work of our staff,
the support of our
partners, and the
engagement of our
communities.”

August 2019 Regular Meeting

- Jim Hack,

A regular monthly meeting of the Board took place in the Horizon School
Division office boardroom on Wednesday, August 21. In attendance for
this meeting were Jim Hack (Chair), Linda Mattock (Vice-Chair), Trustees,
David Holinaty, Jennifer Lemky, Mark Fedak, Lori-Anne Proznick,
Christine Gradin, Wil Lengyel, Cheryl Vertefeuille, Jolene Koopman,
Nathan Bitternose, and Albert Pinacie.

Board Chair

Director of Education / CEO, Kevin Garinger, Superintendent of Finance
Services / CFO, Sarah Reding, outgoing Superintendent / CFO, Marilyn
Flaman, and Superintendent of Operational Services / COO, Justin
Arendt, joined the meeting to provide their reports.

Discussion Items:

signing new Education Services Agreement w Day Star First Nation
(more on page 4)



Board Committee
Reports



Director’s Report



MySchoolSask Update



and more...

Board Committee Reports
Audit Committee
Trustee, Mark Fedak, who serves as the Board’s Audit Committee Chair, shared a report from the
committee’s June 24 meeting. The committee brought forward a recommendation for minor
changes to the Board’s indemnity form, which would include separate sections for meeting length
and travel time. The Board carried a motion in support of that recommendation. The Audit
Committee includes Trustees, Paul Crow-Buffalo, David Holinaty, Jolene Koopman, and Table
Officers, Jim Hack and Linda Mattock as ex-officio members.

Governance Committee
Trustee, Jennifer Lemky shared a report from the latest Governance Committee meeting, held on
August 20. This report included information from the annual Board Appraisal process that took
place last spring. Ms. Lemky chairs the Governance Committee, which includes Trustees,
Lori-Anne Proznick, Christine Gradin, Nathan Bitternose, Board Chair, Jim Hack, and Vice Chair,
Linda Mattock.

SHSAA AGM
Trustee, Cheryl Vertefeuille shared a report from her time at the Saskatchewan High School
Athletics Association (SHSA) annual general meeting. This AGM took place in North Battleford on
June 20 and 21. During the event, Horizon’s Administrator of Student Activities, Brian Grest, was
presented with the SHSAA Merit Award for his support of students, coaches, and volunteers
throughout the Horizon Central Athletics Association. Congratulations, Brian!

Director’s Report
Director of Education, Kevin Garinger, covered several topics in his report leading up to the new
school year. Topics included the annual Celebration Day, updates to Horizon’s organizational structure, and the Director’s appraisal process which the Board engages in each year. Discussions also
took place around a grand opening event for Horizon’s central office, and those plans are ongoing for
an event to take place later this fall.

MySchool Sask Update
Superintendent of Operational Services / COO, Justin Arendt shared about Horizon’s transition to the
new provincial student information system, MySchoolSask. Professional development opportunities,
training sessions, and support is ongoing for school staff involved in utilizing this program. As the
school year continues, the Board appreciates the work and dedication of all Horizon staff to ensure
that this transition is a successful one and continues to support the needs of our system, students,
and families.

Superintendent of Finance Services / CFO
Horizon’s Superintendent of Finance Services/CFO, Sarah Reding, joined her first Board Meeting at
the August regular meeting for introduction and welcomes. Outgoing CFO, Marilyn Flaman, also
joined the meeting to provide her report, which included information about enterprise risk management, Horizon’s signing authority, records for disposal and other updates.

Celebration Day 2019

With the beginning of a new school year, Horizon's Board of Education welcomes all staff for
Celebration Day -- a day to celebrate Horizon students, staff, and alumni. The event
recognizes staff for years of service, sees the presentation of annual Excellence in Teaching
Awards, and includes the annual induction of Horizon School Division alumni in the Horizon’s
Wall of Fame. This year’s Wall of Fame inductees are Andrea Froese and Kenny Shields!
Throughout the day, students join to share their talents in various performances, which are
always a highlight.
More information on this event can be found at horizonsd.ca.

New Education Services Agreement with Day Star First Nation

On August 26, 2019, Horizon Trustees and senior leadership joined Chief Lloyd Buffalo and
his Council at Day Star First Nation to sign their new Education Services Agreement.
This agreement was last updated in 2011, so there were many updates to refocus on high
quality education for all students respecting culture and language, and connecting to the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action.
Updates to the federal funding structure were also a major focus, and Horizon’s previous
CFO, Marilyn Flaman, played a large role in this highly collaborative work.
The process of updating this agreement began in the 2018-19 school year. This is the first of
Horizon’s Education Services Agreements to be updated. Trustee, Paul Crowe-Buffalo was
instrumental in this work, along with the rest of the Horizon Board and the Chief and Council
of Day Star.
Horizon’s Board has already had several other school divisions request a copy of this
agreement as an example to guide their own agreement updates, and Horizon is proud to lead
that work.

Submissions & Feedback
To submit photos or stories regarding the Board of Education or an individual
Trustee in your school community, please contact the Horizon School Division
Communication Services Officer at lance.hiltz@horizonsd.ca.
We want this newsletter to be as informative and beneficial as possible, so
feedback on how we can improve is always welcome.
Thanks for reading!

Next Board Meeting Scheduled for September 18, 2019
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